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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD BY ZOOM 4th NOVEMBER 2020 19.00 HRS 

 
PRESENT:-   Councillor Martin Farrand – Chair 

Councillor Terry Betts 
Councillor Michael Akroyd 
Councillor Caroline Mursell 
Councillor Richard Hughes 
Councillor and Acting Clerk Ann Stafford 
Webmaster Sandra Dillon 

 
1. Chair opened meeting at 1900 hrs. 

 
2. No apologies for absence 

 
3. Recording of Meetings 

The Chair noted the key points from the Council’s policy on recording of meetings 
 

4. Declarations of Pecuniary Interest 
Chair reminded the Council he is a director of LRALC and there is an agenda item to pass an LRALC 
invoice for payment 

 
5. Minutes of the previous Parish Council Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 7th October had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
Resolved: Michael Akroyd proposed that the minutes be accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
This was seconded by Terry Betts and passed unanimously. 

 
6. Police Matters 

Nothing to report although Cllr Stafford said she had once again emailed the local PCSO regarding 
some traffic issues on behalf of a parishioner (although this really sits with Highways Department at 
LCC) but has had no response 

 
7. Period for Public Participation 

A member of the Coleorton wood volunteer group thanked the Council for supplying aggregate to 
the car park at Coleorton Wood. Further commented that year two work of the five year woodland 
management plan was nearly complete.  With the recent announcement of a further lockdown 
commencing 5th November the volunteer work would be suspended until further guidelines are 
issued from central Government. 
 
A parishioner asked if the Council would be prepared to send an objection to the enforcement 
team at NWLDC planning department because the traveller site at Sinope (south end of The 
Moorlands) now had a number of static pitches providing permanent residency.  He will email the 
clerk details so the Council can contact NWLDC if it chooses. 
 

8. Correspondence from Parishioners 
 

From previous agenda: Trees overhanging garden on Overton Close – light and safety issues.   
Cllr. Farrand had visited and discussed with the resident.  Cllr. Stafford suggested that the whole 
area of the small woodland needed more input from a woodland management specialist as it has 
not received a great deal of attention in recent times. 
Resolved: Clerk to arrange survey by specialist with a view to an overall report for the woodland 
including trees overhanging Overton Close.  Proposed by Cllr. Farrand seconded by Cllr. Stafford. 
All in favour. 
 
From previous agenda:  Tree at new bungalow opposite New Inn 
New owners would like the tree thinned or removed.  It was pointed out that the tree in question has 
been in situ considerably longer than the new build bungalow and as such could be cut back to the 
boundary but not felled. 
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Resolved:  Clerk to write to resident confirming they have permission to cut the tree back to their 
boundary, at their own expense. 
 
From previous agenda:  Parking on New Inn car park 
Owner of the New Inn had expressed concern that a dog training organisation using Peggs Green 
recreation ground was taking up spaces allocated for the public house.  Cllr. Hughes reported that 
the owner had now put signs up on the car park, and as the dog training organisation were no longer 
using the recreation ground it seems the problem has abated for the moment. 
Resolved: Cllr. Farrand will visit the New Inn to discuss 
 
From previous agenda:   Dog waste bins around the village 
Action from October meeting was for Cllr. Farrand to contact Russell Boam (Ward Councillor) to 
discuss further and report back at next meeting.  Russell Boam is yet to reply. 
Resolved: Cllr. Farrand will contact Russell Boam again. 
 
From previous agenda:  Conifer trees and hawthorn strips on Peggs Green footpath 
The action from last meeting was to request Eden Tree Care to remove the conifer trees when they 
attend to the sycamore on the opposite side of the footpath.  However, Cllrs. Farrand and Akroyd 
have lopped and thinned out two of the three conifers and no action taken regarding hawthorn strips.. 
Resolved: Cllrs Farrand and Akroyd will attend to the third conifer tree and remove the hawthorn 
strips. 

 
9 Report from Webmaster 

Report had been previously circulated.  Webmaster reported that there had been a slight uptake in 
email newsletters. 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  

 
10 Parish Clerk Vacancy 

The Council has appointed a new clerk and it is intended that employment commences 16th 
November.  With the difficulties from COVID and the current new lockdown it is going to prove 
difficult to get appropriate equipment (laptop, phone etc.) transferred.  However, Cllr. Stafford in her 
capacity as Acting Parish Clerk will work with the new clerk to effect as smooth a handover as 
possible and they will work together at the next Council meeting in December.  Thereafter Cllr. 
Stafford will gradually reduce her involvement. 
Resolved:  To remove from agenda 

                   
11 New Website Host 

Cllr. Akroyd gave a brief update regarding progress to date.  Contracts have been made available 
for signature to allow the new company (77Rockets) to commence working on the website.  Cllr. 
Stafford offered to write a short statement to upload to the website regarding accessibility.  It is 
also confirmed that 77Rockets will host the Council’s email system. 
Resolved: Cllr. Stafford to write accessibility statement, and to retain on the agenda for further 
updates until project completion 

 
12 ENRICHMENT and Three Year Plan 
 

The Plan.  At the previous meeting there had been discussion regarding the lack of a detailed plan 
to address the high level of reserves (it is this issue that generated the proposal for an enrichment 
plan – how to use the reserves to better serve the community and satisfy guidelines regarding how 
much reserve a Parish Council should hold).  Projects currently underway (below), and those 
previously undertaken i.e. Christmas on the Green, were essentially “ad hoc” projects put forward 
by the Councillors without any input from the community.  Cllr. Stafford suggested we should now 
be more proactive and develop a plan. 
Resolved: Cllr. Stafford will work with the new Parish Clerk to develop a plan for engaging with 
the community, to identify projects which will serve the majority of the community and thus reduce 
the reserves being held.  Proposed by Cllr. Stafford seconded by Cllr. Farrand.  All in favour. 
 
Millennium Garden 
Nothing further to report 
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Railings – ownership and maintenance 
Cllrs. Farrand and Betts had met with a representative from Highways Department at LCC recently.  
This meeting confirmed that LCC were responsible for maintenance of the railings but they would 
not finance cosmetic work i.e. repainting of the concrete pillars.  Cllr. Stafford had previously been 
made aware of a Parish fund from LCC which could be used for such projects, and this was 
confirmed by the representative on site.  Highways will be surveying all railings in the Parish and 
produce a plan of maintenance.  Some concern that the Parish fund might be “time limited” in terms 
of getting invoices to LCC. 
Resolved: Clerk to contact LCC regarding the fund, requirements and timescales 
 
The Bakehouse 
Cllr. Hughes confirmed that work is yet to commence. 
Resolved: To retain on agenda 
 
Coleorton Wood 
Volunteer group confirmed they had filled in car park potholes with aggregate purchased by the 
Council.   
 
Bulb Planting 
Cllr. Stafford reported that bulbs had been purchased.  A meeting with Highways Department 
representative had been very positive in terms of licences to be issued (one has been refused as 
previously reported).  However, on checking with Google Earth it transpired that one of the sites 
suggested by a parishioner had already been planted up previously with daffodil bulbs.  Cllrs. 
Stafford and Mursell planted 1,000 bulbs on Beaumont Green, assisted by local residents. 
Resolved: Remove from agenda 
 
Christmas 
Cllr Hughes offered a plan for siting a Xmas tree on Beaumont Green as previously reported.  
(Clearly unable to host Christmas on the Green this year due to COVID).  He is awaiting a response 
from LCC regarding a works order to fit a power sock into a lamp post to allow mains powered Xmas 
tree lights.  There is some delay due to a problem with software systems at LCC effectively stopping 
all works orders for four weeks.  Cllr. Hughes has escalated this and hopefully it will be resolved in 
a timely manner.  A local contractor has quoted to remove a tree from a nearby resident’s garden, 
and set it up on Beaumont Green.  A local builder was unable to assist with installing a permanent 
base on the Green but the contractor who is dealing with the tree will ensure its security.  If the 
power socket is available, new mains tree lights will need to be purchased, otherwise replacement 
battery lights.  Cllr. Hughes had a quotation for £150 + VAT to deal with the tree, and requested a 
further £80 to purchase new lights. 
Resolved: To accept the quotation for siting the tree and purchase of lights.  Cllr. Farrand proposed 
Cllr. Stafford seconded.  All in favour. 
 

13 Ongoing Matters 
 

13a Beaumont Centre – nothing to report 
 
13b Coleorton Wood. 

The secretary of the volunteer group had requested a small budget to deal with ongoing 
projects where they would not have to wait for Council approval to get on with the work.  
Suggested it was unlikely they would require more than approximately £50 three times per 
year for small projects.  Any larger projects that were to be financed or part-financed by the 
Council would be discussed separately. 
Resolved: Cllr Stafford requested the Council authorise an annual spend of £150 for the 
volunteer group.  Cllr. Stafford proposed Cllr. Akroyd seconded.  All in favour. 
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13c Pitt Lane 
Clerk reported a communication from a company wanting to lay water supply pipes to a 
property on Pitt Lane; it was not clear if these were to be in the verge (LCC asset) or the 
roadway (CPC asset). 
Cllr. Hughes reminded the Council that there were other issues relating to Pitt Lane; namely 
easement fees and whether we had an opportunity to secure these from LCC and if in fact 
we should be asking LCC to take the lane back under their ownership.  We had all the 
liabilities of road maintenance with no income. 
Resolved:  Cllr. Betts to contact contractor to understand their proposed scheme of works.  
Other Pitt Lane issues to remain on agenda 
 

13d Peggs Green Recreation Ground 
Cllr. Stafford confirmed that work had been completed to repair play equipment and 
requested Cllr. Farrand as a trained inspector to look at the site to confirm it was okay to 
pass the invoice.  Following that it would be possible to re-open the site provided Government 
guidelines permit. 
Resolved:  Cllr. Farrand to visit by 7th November to assess and report back to clerk. 
 

13e Fly Tipping 
Following a Freedom of Information request it was ascertained that NWLDC spent over 
£95,000 in the last three years cleaning up fly tips with only one prosecution.  Ultimately the 
Council secured a meeting with NWLDC and the outcome is that NWLDC are willing to 
establish a working group comprising their officials, CPC Councillors and members of the 
community identify a plan of action to address at root cause. 
Resolved: Use Facebook to communicate action to the community and seek interested 
residents to join the working group.   
 

13f Ivanhoe Line 
 No further action 

 Resolved: Retain on agenda, Cllr. Farrand to establish contact details for Mr. Geoff Bushell    
and invite to next meeting. 
 

13g Boundary Change Petition 
Clerk had been approached by a resident of the village requesting progress.  There has been 
little progress in terms of getting the necessary signatures to go forward for consultation with 
NWLDC.  The Council agreed it should continue to support this initiative but would be difficult 
to move ahead until COVID restrictions are lifted. 
Resolved: Retain on agenda 
 

13h Speed Awareness Petition 
Another community petition which has not made much progress recently.  Cllr. Stafford 
requested of the local police if it is possible to acquire “signatures” by email.  The question 
has been sent up to LCC and we are awaiting a response.  Cllr. Hughes reminded the Council 
that we own a VAS sign which is currently out of service as it has a flat battery.  No-one 
recently has taken ownership of the equipment.  It was suggested that the former Chair of 
the Council had keys to the padlocks for the sign. 
Resolved: Retain petition on agenda.  Cllr. Farrand to communicate with previous Chair to 
ascertain location of keys etc. for the VAS sign. 
 

14 Stoney Lane Verge and Planting 
Little progress as we still waiting for a meeting with the local police to discuss parking and other 
traffic issues.  We can move forward with signage and planting.  Cllr. Farrand offered to assist.  Cllr. 
Stafford to discuss further outside of the meeting. 
Resolved: To retain on agenda 

 
15 Spring Litter Pick 

Given that COVID allows, the Council is suggesting 28th March as a possible date for the Spring 
Litter Pick 
Resolved: To retain on agenda 
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16 HS2 

No further communication or action 
Resolved: To retain on agenda 

 
17 Remembrance Day 

Cllr. Betts reported he had ordered wreaths to be laid at the war memorial on Remembrance Sunday 
but following discussions with the Vicar and on advice from Government it was decided not to 
advertise the event to prevent too many people turning up.  Cllr. Betts will attend to lay the wreath 
and read out the names of the war dead.  Cllr. Farrand asked that we make a diary note for next 
year to order new poppies for attaching to lamp posts. 
Resolved:  Diarise and remove from the agenda 
 

18 Budget and Precept 2021 
 Cllr. Stafford in capacity as Acting Parish Clerk reminded the Council that we need to establish a 
budget for 2021 and that we should decide on the precept.  Her recommendation for the precept 
was that it should be frozen once again.  Cllr. Hughes suggested he would find it difficult to support 
having any precept on the basis our reserves were too high and we had no plan to reduce them. 
Resolved: Defer to next meeting 

 
19 Banking 

Cllr. Stafford as Acting Clerk briefed the Council on the possibility of having electronic signatory 
devices which means we could do away with cheques but maintain security of two signatures.  Not 
yet submitted new signatory form for Cllr. Mursell 
Resolved: Retain on agenda and new clerk can investigate 
 

20 Planning Framework 
Nothing to report 
Resolved: To retain on agenda 
 

21 Parish Clerk Mobile Telephone 
 Cllr. Stafford as Acting Clerk asked that we should minute a decision taking by the Chair upon 
resignation of the previous clerk.  The mobile phone is on a personal contract but charged to the 
Council so it was agreed a bill would be submitted to the Council by the previous clerk, on a quarterly 
basis, and she would be reimbursed.  This arrangement will last for another 18 months being the 
time left on the contract. (Other option is to cancel contract but the new clerk will need a phone 
anyway) 
Resolved: Continue with current arrangement; new clerk will take over the phone 

 
22 Planning Applications 

20/01345/OUT Erection of two bedroom, single storey dwelling and garage.  84 Moor Lane 
Coleorton.  Outside limits of development.  Council agreed to object. Five in favour, one abstention. 
Resolved: To send letter of objection to NWLDC 
20/01573/FUL Conversion of garage to habitable room and replacement of conservatory roof 18 
Lavender Walk Coleorton.  No issues with this. 

 
23 Finance 

Payments authorised this meeting: 
LRALC Web Accessibility Training (M. Akroyd) ………………………£20.00 
Ann Stafford (Stationery) ……………………………………….…………£8.80 
Donation to Royal British Legion (wreaths) …………………………….£50.00 
 

 
 
        NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2020 
 
 

………………............................................................................................................................ 
           SIGNED BY CHAIR OF COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL / DATED 


