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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD AT THE BEAUMONT CENTRE, PEGGS GREEN, COLEORTON 

ON 29th JANUARY 2020 at 7.30pm. 
 

PRESENT:- 

 Councillor Michael Specht – Chair 
Councillor Martin Farrand 
Councillor Michael Akroyd 
Councillor Richard Hughes 
Councillor Ann Stafford 
Councillor Terry Betts 
Sandra Dillon – Web Master 
Andrew Hogsden - Clerk 
 

 
01/2020 APOLOGIES 

None.  
 
02/2019 RECORDING OF MEETINGS 

The Chair of the meeting noted the key points from the Council’s policy on recording of meetings. 
 
03/2020 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Michael Akroyd declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 13. 
 

04/2020 REPORT FROM THE POLICE 
The clerk reported there were 3 crimes in the parish in November: a crime of damage or arson on 
or near Lower Moor Road and two crimes of violence or sexual offence on or near The Rowlands. 
There were also three crimes reported on or near Nottingham Road in Lount on the parish 
boundary. It was noted that the category of a crime of violence or of a sexual nature is the 
category on the Police.UK database with no further explanation. It was also noted that there has 
been an attempted armed robbery at Coleorton Post Office last weekend. 
Resolved:- that the report be noted. 
 

05/2020 PERIOD FOR PARISHIONERS PARTICIPATION 
Clarification was sought of the quotes that had been obtained for work required at the Millennium 
Garden and that the intention was to undertake the work before the nesting season. 
A parishioner and representative from the Robbie Anderson Cancer Trust thanked the Council for 
their donation. 
Resolved:- that the report is noted.  

 
06/2020 REPORTS FROM PARISH ORGANISATIONS AND COUNCIL APPOINTEES 

The Web Master 
A report from the web master had been issued in advance of the meeting. Activity was lower in 
December than November probably due to the Christmas break and the fact visits for the 
Christmas on the Green may have been at a high volume in November rather than December. 
There were 127 subscribers to the newsletter. 
Resolved:- that the report be noted.  

 
07/2020 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

The minutes of the Council meeting on 19th December 2019 had been circulated in advance of the 
meeting. 
Resolved:- Martin Farrand proposed that the minutes of the meeting be accepted as a true 
record subject to the following amendments: 
181/2019 – the third sentence is amended to read “There were no complaints other than a 
volunteer was approached in an unpleasant way by a Councillor and comments were made 
regarding the hierarchy of the Council” and 
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A sentence is inserted before resolution 186/2019f stating “The Chair misrepresented the 
comments of Councillor Hughes concerning full value is obtained from the wood and 
threatened to refer these to the volunteer group” 
This was seconded by Terry Betts and carried unanimously.  

   
08/2020 HS2 

There was nothing to report. 
Resolved:- the report be noted, and the item retained on the agenda. 
 

09/2020 ENRICHMENT AND 3 YEAR PLAN   
There was a discussion about whether to hold a VE day event in the village however no one has 
come forward to lead this. 
Resolved: that we will not run a VE Day event and therefore we will not pursue funding 
available from the District Council. 
There was a discussion about the 3-year enrichment plan and how this should best be taken 
forward. Michael Specht has a questionnaire which was used in an exercise some years ago. He 
will pass this to the clerk for circulation to Councillors. 
Resolved: Ann Stafford proposed that a questionnaire should be prepared and posted 
through a letter box in every residence in the parish. This was seconded by Michael Specht 
and agreed unanimously. It was also agreed that the questionnaire should be available on 
the web site and through other digital media. 
There was also discussion about undertaking a walk about the parish on 8th February. 
 

10/2019 GROUNDS MAINTENANCE TENDER 
The clerk issued the tender to 10 suppliers with 6 responses ranging from an annual cost from 
£1,770 per annum to £7,320. The incumbent contractor had not quoted due to ill health. 
Resolved: Martin Farrand proposed that Burntoak Developments are appointed as the 
supplier to undertake the grounds maintenance for the parish at an annual cost of £2,640. 
This was seconded by Terry Betts and passed with five votes in favour and one (the Chair) 
against. 
 

11/2019 PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS – TIMINGS, LOCATION AND FREQUENCY 
 There was a discussion about the start time for Council meetings. 
 Resolved:- Michael Specht proposed that the start time is moved to 19.00 hours and this  

item is removed from the agenda. Ann Stafford seconded, and this was carried 
unanimously.   

 
12/2020 IT MATTERS 

Facebook page: Ann Stafford is investigating setting up a Facebook page for the Council. 
E-mail addresses: Sandra Dillon had circulated instructions on how to set up the Council e-mail 
address. 
Resolved: Sandra Dillon will provide assistance for Councillors to set up the Council e- 
mail address, that the report is noted, and the item is retained on the agenda.  

 
13/2019 STATUE OF SOLDIER – VETERANS AGAINST SUICIDE 
 This is a statue of a modern-day soldier approximately 4 or 5 feet in height. There was some 

discussion about where this could be situated in the parish. 
 Resolved: that the matter be discussed with parishioners as part of the walk around 

consultation and the item be retained on the agenda. 
 
14/2019 ON-GOING MATTERS 

a) COMMUNITY RESPONSE PLAN 
The clerk has asked whether NWLDC can provide a generator or gas-heater, but a response is 
awaited.  
Resolved:-  that the report is noted, and the item is retained on the agenda.  
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b) PEGGS GREEN RECREATION GROUND - PLAY EQUIPMENT SURFACE 
The play area surface still has weeds on it despite applications of weed killer having been made.  
Resolved:- that the item is reviewed in the spring and the item is retained on the agenda. 
 
c) COLEORTON PARISH BOUNDARIES 
The petition is available for signing from the clerk.  
Resolved:- that the report be noted, and the item retained on the agenda.  
 
d) PITT LANE EASEMENT FEE - EASEMENT AND 17/01511/FUL 
Easement for 17/01511/FUL and 19/01235/FUL – the clerk has requested a meeting with Steven 
Robson of LCC. 
Resolved:- that the clerk request a meeting with Steven Robson and copy Nick Rushden 
from LCC pointing out that any ransom money receipt by LCC will help with their budget, 
and the item is retained on the agenda.  
 
e) BAKEHOUSE 
The clerk has arranged public liability cover for the Bake House and advised re-build cost 
insurance of £50,000 can be covered at an annual cost of around £110. 
Resolved:-. Michael Akroyd proposed that rebuild insurance is arranged. This was 
seconded by Ann Stafford and carried unanimously and that the item is retained on  the 
agenda.  
 
f) COLEORTON WOOD  
There has been another fly tipping incident in the car park of Coleorton Wood. There was a 
discussion about installing a height (or width) restricted gate at the entrance to the car park. 
Resolved: Ann Stafford proposed that we investigate the cost of a height restricted gate. 
This was seconded by Terry Betts and carried unanimously. It was also resolved that we 
investigate the costs of a black infrared CCTV camera. 
Value of wood: there was a discussion that the hazel sticks did have commercial value for 
example for fence makers. There was a discussion about using the hazel sticks as an educational 
tool for children or disadvantaged people. 
Resolved:-   that Ann Stafford will explore whether this type of wood could be used for the 
benefit of the community and the item is retained on the agenda. 
Training course: there was a discussion about sending one of the volunteer group on a 
woodland management training course so that the volunteer group retain day to day operational 
knowledge of woodland management (the Chair of the group, who has that knowledge, is 
planning on leaving the area shortly). 
Resolved: Martin Farrand proposed that the parish council fund the course and, in 
principle, reasonable overnight accommodation and that the attendee report back to the 
Council. This was seconded by Ann Stafford and carried unanimously.   
 
g) FORRESTER CLOSE PLAY AREA 
The clerk had received an e-mail from NWLDC asking about the status of this. He will reply 
informing them that NWLDC need to install a robust fence to the rear and a front fence before the 
matter is considered. 
Resolved:-  that the report is noted, and the item retained on the agenda. 
 
h) TREES BEHIND OVERTON CLOSE 
The Chair advised he is planning to do this before the nesting season. 
Resolved:- that the report be noted, and the item is retained on the agenda.  
 
i) FLY TIPPING, LITTER & REQUEST FOR LITTER BIN – FARM TOWN & CHURCH TOWN 
Litter bins have been installed opposite the Millennium garden and on The Moorlands. A meeting 
had been held with NWLDC about enforcing the law on dropping litter. There was a discussion 
about seeking volunteers to keep litter under control as a volunteer had recently picked bags of 
litter in the area between The Moor and the church. 
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Resolved:- that the Chair will investigate the measures Breedon take to publicise their litter 
picks, and the item is retained on the agenda.   
 
j) PLANTERS 
A notice had been placed on the web site for volunteers to tend planters, but no one has come 
forward. 
Resolved:- that the clerk order planters for summer 2020 on a rented and watered basis, 
and that the item is retained on the agenda. 
 
k) BEAUMONT CENTRE 
It was noted that it is the Beaumont Centre Management Committee AGM is in 2 weeks time. 
Resolved:- that the report is noted, and the item is retained on the agenda. 
 
l) SPEEDING AND SPEED ACTIVATED SIGN 
The clerk will ascertain how many signatures have been obtained for a speedwatch campaign and 
asked all to provide him with other signatures sheets they have. 
A cost of a smiley/angry face type speed camera is £2,900 plus VAT. 
Resolved:-  the clerk circulate the brochure and , and the item is retained on the agenda.  
 
m) MILLENNIUM GARDEN 
The clerk had requested quotes from 7 suppliers and had 3 responses ranging from £660 to 
£2,139 + £180 for a jet wash.  
Resolved:- Richard Hughes proposed that we appoint Simon Smith to undertake this work. 
This was seconded by Michael Specht and carried unanimously.  
 
n) NOTICE BOARD - COLEORTON HALL 
The newsletter is being sent to the directors of the management company at Coleorton Hall. 
Resolved:- that the report is noted, and the item is removed from the agenda. 
 
o) SPRING LITTER PICK 
Resolved:- that the date for the spring litter pick is set for 28th March and that publicity for 
the event is started early, and the item is retained on the agenda. 
 
p) FOOTPATH BETWEEN POST OFFICE AND REMPSTONE ROAD 
There was nothing to report.  
Resolved:- that Ann Stafford will send photos of the missing footpath signs, and the item is 
retained on the agenda. 
 
q) ST MARYs 
There was nothing to report. 
Resolved: that the item is removed from the agenda. 
 

15/2020 PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
Applications 
20/00036/FUL Erection of detached outbuilding, installation of timber and brick pier fence and 
conversion of integral garage including alterations to front elevation, 8 The Moorlands Coleorton 
 
Applications considered between meetings  
9/00652/FULM - Hybrid planning application for redevelopment of the site comprising: Outline 
application (all matters reserved) for the erection of Class B8 distribution 
unit(s) - Former Lounge Disposal Point Ashby Road Coleorton  
 
Decisions Notified 
19/02193/FUL - Proposed additional bed and breakfast (C1) and holiday let (C3) uses to 
existing residential annexe, The Howlands Bakewells Lane Coleorton. Granted 
 Resolved: that the report is noted, and no comments made.  
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16/2020   APPROVAL OF PAYMENTS 
The following items were presented for payment: 
Realcom Applications                                                    £225.00 
North West Leicestershire District Council                    £304.96 
Resolved:-  that items for payment are approved for payment. 
  

17/2019 BUDGET REPORT 
 A budget report had been circulated before the meeting showing a spend to 31st December of 

£13,522.25, 89% of full year budget. 
 Resolved: that the budget report is approved, and the item is removed from the agenda. 
 
18/2019 BANK BALANCES AND BANK RECONCILITION 
 The clerk noted these are as follows: 

The bank balances at 31st December were Current account £8,536.57, Deposit account  

£30,680.85, 1 Year Deposit  20,000.00. The bank reconciliation at 31st December had been 

circulated in advance of the meeting. 
Resolved: that the report is noted, the bank reconciliation is approved, and the Bank 
Balances item is retained on the agenda. 

 
19/2020 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2020/21 
 The clerk had circulated a draft budget for 2020/21 showing a spend of £18,246. There was a 

discussion about the level of reserves and whether we should request a precept, a reduced 
precept or a precept at the same level as last year. 

 Resolved:  Terry Betts proposed that the budget for 2020/21 is approved and that a precept 
of £14,348, the same as 2019/20 is requested and the item is removed from the agenda.  
This was seconded by Ann Stafford and carried unanimously.  

 
20/20220 LEGAL SERVICES TENDER 
 Resolved:- that the LRALC service is used as the first point of contact for legal queries and 

the clerk compile a panel of 3 firms with relevant skills to be used in the event that we 
require specific legal work, and the item is retained on the agenda.  

 
21/2020 ASSET REGISTER 
 An asset register showing assets of £40,950.99 had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
 Resolved:- Michael Specht proposed that the asset register is approved. This was 

seconded by Michael Akroyd and carried unanimously and that the item is removed from 
the agenda. 

 
22/2020 RISK REGISTER 2019/20   
 A risk assessment for 2019/20 had been circulated in advance of the meeting. 
 Resolved: Michael Akroyd proposed that the risk resister is approved. This was seconded 

by Martin Farrand and carried unanimously, and the item is removed from the agenda. 
  
23/2020 CLERK ROLE: 
 Resolved:- that Michael Specht, Ann Stafford and Richard Hughes will interview the 

applicants for the clerk role and that they be authorised to appoint one of the candidates 
on behalf of the Council, and the item is retained on the agenda. 

 
24/2020 REGISTER OF INTERESTS 
 The clerk has now received correctly completed Register of Interest from Michael Akroyd and 

Terry Betts. 
 Resolved: that the report is noted, and the item is removed from the agenda. 
 

25/2020 CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
Resolved: that the report is noted, and the item retained on the agenda.  
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26/2020 NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11th March at 7.00pm at The Beaumont Centre. 
 
 
 
…………….........................................................................................................................................      

SIGNED BY CHAIR OF COLEORTON PARISH COUNCIL / DATED 


